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Here Heu Dreland w Seen to gult, © 
And Fleece with all, her art the Drunken aal 
Ae Swerd cecurd, lus valour d not fear. | 
And leis tu ut HBullies Be never roar 1 
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Who was trepann'd int» marriage at the age of fourteen, and 
debauched by Beau M te at fifteen, by whem ſhe } zd ne 
ſon ; the vile injury ſhe did to that gentleman, and her turning 
proititute ; her amour with the lord M d when ſhe came 

to London; and her ingratitude to chat noble gentleman. 


Her inceſt with her own fon, hy whom ſhe conceived and brought 
forth a daughter, on whom ſhe ſeitled a handſome annuity; 
her taking a houſe and felling punch, &c. he; being carted 
for a Bawd; her fevenge on one of the Joftices Who was prin- 
- Cipally concerned in cauſing ber to ondeyg that ſhams. Her 
amours with a Jew, whom ſhe cauſed to be arreſted for zool. 
and with three merchants-(who PR —— to each of whom. 
ſh® was married in ſeven days, without the knowledge of 
either; and afterwards feparated upon articles of agreement. 
Her behaviour in Yorkſhire ; particularly in relation to the afore- 
ſaid Jutlice of Peace; her liberality in that coun y; her bein 
robbed on Epping: Foreſt, having firſt ſhot one of the kighway- 
men, and being afterwards ſhot in the ſhoulder by another; 
her taking a houſe and intriguing with Smutty Will, an Iriſk-. 
man, who lived by ſharping. His tricks. with ſeveral tradeſ- 
men; his confinement and death tn Newgate, | 8 
Her eiating with ſhophifrers ; her beiog taken in the ſact; and 
dame liratzgem the uſed to eſcape a proſecution. Her inveigling 
a young man to ſell his patrimony before he came of age; her 
turning a ſtrolling player, with the manner how ſhe made her- 
ſelf miſtreſs of the company; her enticing her daughter to 
leave her father; their arrival at Cork in Ireland, after they 
hag eſcaped a violent ſtorm; their ſucceſs there for ſome years, 
with an account of her ſudden death. - 


Read Flanders Moll, the German Princeſs ſean, 
Then match our Iriſh Betty if you en | 


In wit and vice fhe did them both excel, 
Aud may be juftly called a MN REIL. 


— 


The FovurTn Evirion, $ | 
oe L O Xx D © te ons 
Rrinted and Sold * T. 8 AB INE, No. 81, Shoe-Lane. 


: $2 T bly Book i is ent 
e coor oy 
3 according wi be Blew: Properceor 's Ag. ents 18 
. which: took place Au 4 of Parliament, Ce 
- 28th Year of Geo guſt 1, 1785, in the P 
* pie, this Book FE AL, And if any one 
13 directs, n Abe proſecuted. as the 7 
E 8 every Book ſhall prevent any Impoſition, 
* 1 05 Ti 4 be fi gned On th B 2 9 
1 bythe Publithr dart 
1 
W 2 
#* 3 
* 


999 000 00010004000 


- ” * 
— 4 . 
* — 4 
* , 4 * 
. 9 — " 


H 1 8 ＋. 0 * 
BETTY IRELAND. 


FF is a cad? Family; ſays an od proverb which has - 
neither Whore nor Rogue in it; for the ſake therefore 
of the Perſon from whom Betty Ireland is deſcended, I 
have avoided to make mention of her ſurname, in the 
room of which I have ſubſtituted that of the country; 
wherein ſhe was born. 

Her grandfather was phyſician. to King Charles the 
Second, for whom he received the honour of knight- 
hood, and while he attended that Monarch in his exile, 
he married a German Lady, whoſe fine houſe, and a 
very large Town of which ſhe was ſole Miſtreſs, were 
unhapplly reduced to aſhes, in the ſpace of twelve 
hours. Nevertheleſs, her dowry, at the time of 
her marriage, amounted to upwards of ten thouſand 
pounds, beſides plate and jewels, and coming tq Eng- 
land with her huſband at the Reſtoration, they did not 
continue long in this kingdom but went inte Te- 
land, where they Teft behind them four ſons and two 
daughters, and mage A bandſome praviien. for each 
of n, 

The youngeſt was a Captain of. Horſe at the, Reyo- 


lution, and attended King William in the wars of 225 


land; Betty was the ſecond daughter, and had 
bred up under ber ehandimother. whoſe too indul — 


: | Hature ſhe abufed. As ſhe' was wel! ſhaped, had. a 1 — 


mien, z large ſhare of wit, and ſenſe, ſo ſhe-was won- 
15 Beg ut iful, to wh ich were added the advan- 
= f the beſt ae. he had ſcarce . 
: Toe 1 year, n ſhs Fo — 
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toaſt of all the city; crowds of lovers conſtantly at 
tended her wherever ſhe went, and at laſt a match 
Was propoſed between her and the Earl of M———, 
but he being old Enough to be her grandfather, the 
could not be pertuaded. to comply, tho' he offered to 
J | ſettle a jointure upon her of a thouſand pounds a year. 
Her young blood began to circulate briſkly, and 
having a ſtrong inclination to be made a wite, and 
reſolving to chuſe a huſhand, who was not many 
years Older than herſelf, ſhe unfortnnately flung her- 
ſelf away upon a tradeſman, who, by the contrivance 
and aſſiſtance of her maid, ' palmed himſelf upon her 
for a gentleman of a good family and a large eſtate. 
She quickly conceived, and in due time brought forth 
2 daughter; ſhe was caſt off by her relations, and deſ- 
piſed by thoſe who had admired her before: And her 
huſband being baulked in his expectation of a large 
fortune, uſed her (as the often declared) very ors hy | 
and induced her at laſt to act on the ſtage, which buſt- 
neſs he then followed. 9" © 3 os 
Aer friends judging rightly, what would be the con- 
ſequence of this ſcene of lite, and what a diſgrace it 
| was to them, made application to the mailer of the 
j play-houſe, who. at their requeſt diſcarded her from 
deing an actreſs. Had they applied themſelves 
ſooner, they might probably have prevented what 
Afterwards befe! her : For as moſt gentlemen are fond- 
of a young creature, upon her firſt appearance at a, 
theatre, io Beau /M——, who had a good-addreſs and 
fortune, found an opportuuity to ſeduce her, and 
| kept company with her in private, for the ſpace of 
Two years, She Was delivered of a ſecond daughter, 
but her huſbaud could not be induced*to believe that 
he was the father; and thereupon an uneafineſs ariſ- 
Ss Ing between them, and their jars continue ſly increaſing, 
- | __ ſhegCcommunicated her deſign to her new lover, who 
Be otoriding handforne lodgings for her in a village, two 
es diftant from Dublin, received her into his arms 
mmm ut that ſhe eloped from her kyſkand.. - 2 
__ ther, lived for the ſpace of twelve months, and 
_ Hetkh, x that. love. or money could ſupply her 
yan 1 es . * Joated on her, and ſhe had art ang 
en Gags: 1 B55 bp belisye the. was a5 Sohd iN 
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breaking my marriage vow, and for my folly in 


# „ - vo A _- — 


4 = 
of him, always pretending to be uneaſy when he 
went away from her, and telling him how penſive 
and melancholy ſhe ſat during his abſence. She 
quickencd one night as they were in bed, at which he 
profeſſed great ſatisfaction, and the next time, he re- 


turned to her, preſented her with a rich piece of ſilk 
for a gown and petticoat, a gold watch,. and a dia- 


mond ring; aſſuring her, that if the ſhould be de- 


livered of a boy, he would ſettle three hundred pounds 
a year upon him for ever, and give her five hundred 


guineas. Nature gratitied both their deſires, and the 


child was named Richard, after the father, who faith- 
fully performed his promiſe to both, and left the deed 
of ſettlement in her mother's hands, to whoſe care 
and management he committed his ſpurious ſon. 
Betty growing weary of leading a retired life in the 
ſpring of her age, placed the child out at nurſe, and 
took lodgings in Dublin, unknown to her kind keeper, 
for whom ſhe ſent a meſſenger the night ſhe came into 


them. He was much ſurpriſed at this ſudden change, 


and not thinking it proper to be ſeen with her in pub- 
lic, went to one of his acquaintance who had been 

rivy to their intrigues, and deſired her to let Betty 
Ke the reaſon of his not going to her that night 
and how uneaſy he was at the falſe ſtep ſhe had 
taken in coming to town, however, he would dine 


with her the next day at the Ring in Ringſend. This 


meſſage nettled Betty at firſt; but upon the remon- 
ſtrances of her confidant, the was appealed ; and they | 


. both lay together. 


The next day about noon they went to the place 
appointed, where they met the gentleman, whoſe 
countezance was not altogether ſo pleaſant as uſual ; 
nor did he receive Betty with his accuſtomed ardour. 
She looked upon this as a mark of contempt, or 2 


flight at beſt, and could not refrain from burſting 
into tears. When this ſhower was over, the aſked; 
dim what ſhe had done, that could occaſion him to 
treat her in ſo cold a manner? * Is this the recom- 


© pence you make me for having ſacrificed my repu- 
tation for you, and given up myſelf to your em - 
© braces? Ungenerous man! I am juſtly puniſhed tor: 


* i 


©- 


E 


in loving 2 man, who does not merit my love. Say, 

___ *talſe deceiver, are you not grown weary of me? Have 
e * Fou nof caſt your eyes upon ſome new face, which 

* tecins at preſent a more pleaſing: object to you, be- 


cauſe it is new: But remember that T tell you, the 
will neuer prove ſo*conflant and fairhful to you, as 
* your Betty has betn.” i 


The gentlem'in was ſo much zſt6nSieq: ar this un- 


expected attack, that he remained ſpeechleſs for ſome 
time; and at laſt he recovered his ſenfes, and taking 
COUrage, Haid, Tou have no reaſon Betty to call me 
1 for I have done more for you than 
defired ; I do not ſpeak this in a boaſting 

k cal but 'tis what I am compelled to ſay in my 


* own vindication, and yet had Idone ten times more, 


13 own it would not be a ſufficient recompence for 

your love and fidelity to me. As to the other part 
of your charge, it has no other foundation than 
bare ſuggeſtion, and groundleſs jealouſy, nor have 


I the lealf inclination to change one millreſs for ano- 
* ther. My reaſon for not coming to you laſt night 
* was, that I did not judge it convenient ; for as yo 


have taken lodgings in a very public part of the 
town, and our love-affaits-have been hitherto kept 
* tceret, ſhould I go thither, they would ſoon be 
; blazed. abroad, which mig ght be attended with a 


bad conſequence.” 


Betly being convinced of the dent ene of what 
he had ſpoke, a reconciliation was ſoon made by the 
good offices of the cenfidant. And after they had 
dined, they to: 5k coach and went to viſit- their ſon. 


She promiſed to go very ſpeedily to her country lodg- 
_ ings, and he was fo well pleaſed with the affurazce the 


had given bim that ſhe would perform it, be made her 


a preſent of-twenty guineas. When they retnrned to 
Dublin, ſhe took her friend with her, and having con- 
tinued there two nights, ſhe'pretended the air Was too 
ſharp for her conftitution- and then removed; ſending 
a letter to her ſpark, to acquaint him with What the 


had done. Having approved her conduct herein, he 
came and ſtayed with her all night, and 8 failed 


either to viſit, or ſend to her every day for den mont IS. | 


But ſhe being — ina to roving, could: not 
4 3 8 EVER 8 bear 


bear this retired way of living any longer ; and the 


next night that ber lover came to ber, he told her 
that he was cbliged: to go into the country, for three 


cr four days, and deſired her to divert herſelf during 
that time in what manner loever was muſt agreeable 
to ber. She embraced this opportunity, and coming 
the next evening to Dublin, ſhe unt to the play, 
whert ſhe was picked up by a handtome young gen- 
tleman, with whom ſhe wert to the tavern belore the 
play was ended, and from thence to the Bagnio, This 
was the ſecond looſe ſhe had given to love, and was 
the cauſe of all the misfortunes that afterwards hap- 
pened to her: for her new lover being in a pickled con. 
dition, dommunicated the infection to her, who gave 
it to the perſon that had ſeduced her, before ſhe was 


aware of it, This occaſioned a ſeparation, and being 


now entirely at her own liberty, ſhe became in a 
little time ſo great a proſtitute, that the vileſt rake 
in the kingdom would not venture to touch her. 
When ſhe reflected upon the lamentable caſe ſhe 
was in, ſhe ſent for a very able ſurgeon, who un- 


dertook te cure her, which he performed effectually 


in as ſhort a compaſs of time, as the nature of 


the diſeaſe would admit; and being now like a 


 Hown: dier, ſhunned by every one, ſhe reſolved 


to leave the kingdom, and try what fortune ſhe 
might meet with in England, hoping ſhe might paſs 
there for a plumb, whole bloom was not worn off. She 


therefore writ a letter to her injured lover, wherein 


ſhe acquainted him with ber intentions, begging a 


thouſand pardons for abuſing his love and tenderneſs | 


to her, and requeſting him to take care of the child he 


| had by lier, and not let him juffer for the folly and 
imprudence of the mother, He was fo fenſibly 
touched when de read the letter, that the tears ran 
down his cheeks; he promiſed to grant her requeſt, 


and to manifeſt that he had till a tender concern for 


her, and pitied the misfortune ſhe had unhappily 
plunged herſelf into, ſent her a bank note ot titty 
Popo, and wiſhed her all the proſperity imaginable. 
BE 


Vhen ſhe came to London, the took a handſoine 


| lodgings in Pall-Mall; and though the had ſeveral re- 
_ Btjons, whogwhere perſons of quality, yet her cha- 
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racter was repreſented to them in ſuch black colours, 
that every one of them refuſed to ſee her. 
She had juſt entered into her nineteenth year, when 


the came to London; and as ſhe was deſtitute of ace 


quaintance, ſhe could not tell which way to beftow 
her time. She looked upon. the playhouſe to be the 
beſt market for her; and the went. ſeveral nights to 
the pit in a maſk, before ſhe could meet with any thing 
to her advantage. At laſt ſhe was accoſted by the 
Lord C „Who was ſo captivated with her wit and 
humour, that he declared, if ſhe had a face pro- 
portionable to Her to her tongue and her ſhape, 

he ſhould-efteem her a Nonparel. My Lord, ſays 
. © the, I ſhall have a better opinion of myſelf than I 


gave had hitherto, ſince a gentleman of ſo refined 


a "taſte and judgment approves my ſhape and con- 
verſation: I can aſſure your Lordſhip, that my face 
« 5s the ſame that nature made it; I uſe no art, nor 
© has age plowed it with favors.“ To this, he replied, 
« Though I dare take your word in this caſe, yet, 
© madam, 1 beg you will favour me with an occular 
« 'demonitration, that I may compleat my happineſs.” 
„is but a momentary felicity, my Lord, anſwered 
« Betiy, which exiſts in a ſingle view of any object, 
and therefore what is fo tranſitory might be the bet- 


ter not to have been known.” Before his Lordſhip 


could make a return, the two lords W———þ and 
M-——7 came into the pit, having ſworn to pull off 
every Maſk in the houſe. When Betty perceived what 
they were doing, ſhe unveiled her face privately, and 
begging his lordſhip's protection; who, charmed with 
her beauty, drew his 1word, and ſwore he would pro- 
tect her at the hazard of his life. The raking lords 
obſerving this, purſued their reſolutlon no farther. 


When the play was over, his Iordſhip offered his ſer- 


vice to conduct Betty home; but the cunning baggage 
-would not accept it, looking upon ſuch an eafy con- 
ceſſion to be mal apropos to her deſign, and might be 
interpreted as an inclination to ſurrender upon any 
terms. However, ſhe permitted him to hand her to 
ber chair, and he ſent his footman to obſerve where 
ſhe was fet down, which proved to be the houſe of his 
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fotdthip's milliner ; but he pre-engaged her to be at. 
the play the net night. ; te air 
In the morning he went thither, and, under a pre- 
tence of beſpeaking ſome things that he wanted, en- 
- quired who was the gentlewoman that lodged in her 
houſe. To this the milliner anſwered, that the could 
not give his lordſhip any ſatistaction in that point; ſhe _ 
believed her to be a ſtranger to the town, and that the . 
had left her parents, but upon what account ſhe could 
not tell. She had beard her ſay, that the had ſome re- 
lations in town of good quality; but did not care 
any of them ſhould know what was become of her; 
nobody came to viſit her, and ſhe never went abroad 
but to the play, and always returned when that was 
done. She added further, that ſhe was young and 
beautiful, eat and drank the beſt, and talked of going 
to the I eſt- Indie. i 
„This account put his lotdſhip in a brown ſtudy; how- 
ever, he did not fail going to the play, bu: could not 
diſcaver his little angel, ns he called her. He then 
ſent to the milliner, to know if the gentle woman was 
gone abroad, and in what cloaths ; information was 
given ta his lordſhip, as he defired ; then caſting his 
eyes about, be eſpied her in one of the fide-boxes, and 
went immedgtely to her. Well, madam, ſaid- he, 
though you could metamorphole yourſelf into as many 
ma pes as Proteus; yet lobe, you ſee can diſtinguiſh and 
find you out. Many things, my lord, replied Betty, 
are atttibuted fo eue, though the little blind rogue 
knows nothing of them: And 1 may venture to 1ay, 
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that if your lordſhip had not followed the example of 


upiter, and appeared to your milliner in a golden ſboꝛuer, 
1 might have remained here as ſecure from a diſco- 
Very, as Danae did in the brazen tower, built by her 
father Acriſius. But Jupiter, ſaid the Jord, found a fa- 
yourable teception from his Danae, which mine refutes 
me. To.this_Betty replied, he took the moſt effectual 
manner to obtain the favour,' for he poured himſelf 
into her lap. So would I, anſwered: the Lord, if 1 
Were ſure to be as kindly recetved. Look you, my 
Jord, ſays Betty, gold carries with it an irreſiſtible 
temptation; i makes the ſoldier hight, the phy fician 
— Þ18ieribe, the lawyer plead, and the prieſt pray for 
wa : T you 7 
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you: In ſhort, 'tis here, and here alone, that the 


world pays an unconditional paſſive obedience ; and 


if any man ſhall dxcredit what I fay, Iwill bring the 
- whole tribe of Levi to juſtify it. But I am as tired of 
this ſubje&, as I am of the play, which, in my humble 
judgement, has not one good line in it. Says a gen- 


tleman in the ſide- box, the lady, I think, is a wit, 


and I wonder, how two of the ſame profeſſion can 


agree. To this Betty anſwered, thoughts, ſir, are free; 


but if I may be allowed to gueſs at your judgment by 
your (dreſs, I muſt conclude, that J am but one degree 

above an idiot, O heavens! what an aukward figure 
does a man make, who ſets up for a beau, after he has 

wintered his, grand climacterical year! 


UNerxeupon ſhe made her crit, and my Lord C— 


followed her. With much perſuaſion he prevailed 


with her to ſup at the Re, where they agreed upon 


articles of ſurrender; but he was not admitted to take 
poſſeſſion till they were ratified and confirmed. Soon 
after the play was done, ſhe went home in a coach, 
having engaged my lord to dine with her the next 
day; and in the morning, ſhe conſulted with the ril- 
liner what entertainment to provide for his lordthip, 
The woman, who had more honour and honeſty than 
moſt of the ſame trade, took an opportunity of aſking 
Belty, whether the was intimately zcquginted with his 
Jordſhip? Who telling her, that the had no further 
knowledge of him than ſeeing and talking with him a 
few.nights at the play, and that he made ove to her 
upon honouraBle terms, ſhe' believed. © Said madam, 


4 4 ad viſe you as 4 friend to be. u pon your girard * | for 1 
can aſſure you, his lordihip is married, and his father, 


the Earl of M=-—— is living, and then judge you, 
whether he has not a deſtgn to trepan your innocence: 


But I muſt fequeſt you not to reveal this fetret, left J 
bote bis lordſhip's chſtem. Beiry; counterfeiting the 


innocence of the debe though fie hade more of the 
ſerpent in her, pretended to be very much fu pri fed xt 


this intelligence; well, ſaid ſhe, there is fo Faith in 
man; however, will entertain my Jord, divilß, and 
o prevent an opportunity of his pay ing me a ſecond 
_wifit, will remove to another part of the town to- 
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' While they were in. diſcourſe, my lord came and 


ſaluted. Betty, in a very modeſt manner; who defired 


the milliner to ſend her ſeryant to the tavern to baſten 


dinner. During her abſence, ſhe related what had 


paſſed between them; and enjoined his lordſhip to con- 
tinue a cuſtomer to her, leſt it might give ſome unt- 
brage of ſuipicion ; this he promiled to do, and then 
told her, that he had provided lodgings for her in Beo- 


| ferect by Cevent—garden.; promiſing that ſhe ſhould be 


in 2 night or two, and that ſhe muſt paſs for his wife, 
dinner was upon the table; and Bez?!y, too put » good 


gloſs upon the matter, would not fit down, till the 
milliner came to keep company with them. Every 


thing was carried in a very handſome manner, . with- 


out the leaſt diſtruſt. His lordſhip would have treated 


them with a play, but they. defired to be excuſed ; 
and in the evening he took leave, promiſing to wait 
upon them again. td „ e 
In a little time aſter he went away, Betty perſuaded 
the milliner to accompany her tothe playhouſe, under 
retence of obſerving his lordſhip's motions; and they 


nad not long been in the pit, before my lord came into 
one of e boxes. Betty gave him the ſignal 1lyly, and he 
"preſently came to them: What have we got here, ſaid 
be, a Ducnna and her young lady? Good madam 


Cynthia behind a cloud, unvcil yourſelf, I dare not, 


fir, anſwered Betty; if I ſhould take off my maſk, it is 
poſſible I might diſcoyer an old face. or an old ac-! 


quaintance, and would not either of them be a great 


mortification to you? Yes, faith, replied my lord, and. 


I thy nk you for the momento; you ſee l have aot the 
curiofity of mother Eve. But I am perſuaded, replied 
Betty, that you would venture to play the fool like. fa- 


ther Adam, and joyfully, accept what the ſerpent left. 
| AY you. to, my little nymph of Venus? quoth my lord] 
nc 


nd then puazing his hand on her neck, the milliner 
aid, pray, fir, forbear, and uſe no rudeneſs to my 


daughter. - Look you, mother, ſaid my Jord, I know: 
qu deal in brittle ware, but if you. will prœnife that 


the pibtin is not cracked, I will become a purchaſer. 


He then took out his purſe, but Heity deſired him to 
een his money, and pay his tradeſmen; for as quar- 
Gx-gday was near, ſhe was ſure that he would have a 
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numerous leyee of creditors next morning. Truly, 
. - madam, ſaid my lord, if every part about you be 3s 


- nimble as your tongue, your huſhand need not fear 


going to heaven, I believe it, replied Betty, for you 
are ſo charitable, that you would willingly help him 
for ward in his journey thither, by planting as large 
a pair of horns op his frontlet, as any alderman wears, 
and ſo make him appear a buck of the firſt head. But 
the world entertains a very wrong notion of cuckolds 
going to heaven, for as the path is narrow, their horns - 
muſt certainly prevent their entrance. Well, madam, 
ſaid my lord, your obſervation is juſt, and J find you 
women will maintain your prerogative in having the 
laft word. Ves, ſays ſhe, as you fight for the preſer- 
vation of your liberty and property, it is but reaſonable 
that we exert ourſelves in the defence of our s. 
Here my lord left them, and they went home in a 
| hackney coach, diverting themſelves at ſupper with 
what had paſſed at the play-houſe. The ne t morn- 
ing when they had break faſted, Betty went abroad un- 
dier a pretence of getting new lodgings, that ſhe might 
avoid the ſnare Which my lord had laid for ber; ands 
when 1he returned, told the milliner ſhe had furnithed 
herſelf with what ſhe wanted at. à relation's Nouſe, 
Bvery thing was packed up immediately; and tak ing 
her leave; lay that night at Hanpftead. My lord 
met her the night following, conducted her to the new 
 J6dgings, had a very elegant ſupper prepared, and they 
lay together. When 'ſhe was in bed, my lord came 
to her, and faid, though I cannot change myſelf into 
x golden ſhower, for the ſake of my Danae, yet I can 
pour one into her lap; then flipping a purſe with a 
hundred guineas down her boſom, took her about the 
neck and kiſſed her, as an earneſt of what was to fol- 
- -Jow. My lord, ſaid the, what I ſpoke of Dange joru- - 
lar, purchaſed love is my averſion; I therefore deſire 
you will take your purſe, or not come kb bed: I am 
no metcenary perſon,” and leve- for lobe is all J expect. 
His lordſhip was wonderfully ſurprized at this generous 
treatmeyt, and obeyed her orders. though it Was with 
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In the morning he preſented her with a diamond 
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gold privately into her pocket; nor had ſhe occaſion, 
durirg the ſeveral years that ſhe was kept by his lord- 
ſhip, to aſk for any thing, which he prevented by his 
conſtant ſupplies. He turniſhed her with a coach, 
which was entirely at her command, a footman and 2 
waiting,woman, She had the beſt of wine and the 
beſt of eatables from a tavern, oppoſite to her lodgings, 
and an allowance of three hundred pounds a year from 
his lordſhip tor pin-money. | T98 

As ſhe had a good judgment in poetry, eſpecially the 
dramatic kind, my lord introduced a young gentleinan 
to her, ſome of whoſs works are the ſtock- plays of he 
old hiou ſe at this day. Every ſcene was brought to her, 
and was continued, altered, or left out, as ſhe ap- 
proved or diſliked it; and ſhe always gave very good 
reaſons for the objections ſhe made. But, notwith- 
ſtanding my lord was extremely fond of her, yet ſhe 
could not forbear intriguing with the young poet, of 


whom his lordſhip began to entertain a jealouiy; and 


2 confirmation would have enſued, had it not been 
for a lucky thought, which I ſhall be very brief in 
relating, becauſe it has been introduced on the ſtage 
as an incident in the Trip to the Fubilce, where ber cha- 
racter is drawn in the part of Lady Lurewcll. Th 5 
This young gentleman dined with Betty one day, 

and they were very familiar, not expecting to be tur. 
priſed by his lordſhip; who, inſtead of going directly 
to her lodgings, was ſet down at Will's coffee houſe in 


 Bow-fireet, which at that time was frequented by wits 
of the age. Her ſervant ſeeing my lord go in, ac- 


quainted his miſtreſs with it, and the ion of, Apollo, 


called a porter, and changed cloathes with him. By 
this method he eſcaped, but the porter was ſeen by his 
lordſhip, who aſked Betiy what awkward animal ſhe 
had entertained? Betty, who had a quick invention, 
anſwered, it you will look in his face you may diicern 
Dick the porter in maſquerade, The yentlemga, 
whom you patronize, has dreſſed him in; his ow: 


. £loathes, and ſent bim here to know whither I would 


Dermit him to pay me a viſit in your abſence. 
it hee, Dick, be my lord, tell him from me, that 
us company ill b 5 


e very acceptable, Away goes Dick 
. oa but 
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but where to find the gentleman he knew not; and 
happening to ſee a mob in Covent-Garden, he goes 
_ thither, The gentteman being met by the porter's 
wife, who was hunting for her huſband, becauſe he 
Bad not been at hame the laſt night, ſtopped him, 
and ſeeing Drck's clothes on his back, concluded he 
1 had murdered him; but the ſuppoſed dead man came 
[ opportunely to prevent his being carried before a ma- 
| giſtrate. They went to an alehouſe, and changed their 
| | zpparel, anc then the porter, ho had a crown for his 
| labour, told him what had paſſed, and that my lord 
h defired his company, From henc@he went to a tavern, 
and refreſhed bhimſelf with a glaſs of wine, while he 
| tent for clean linen and another peruke ; he then went 
to his tordiinp,:. to. whine related what had paſſed, 
and how-narrowly* he (eſcaped being mobb'd aid im- 


a 


* Priſoned; which' afforded much diverfion. 
| As he knew Betty was a wouan who required not 
ll much innportunity. to grant the laſt favour ; and re- 
| flecting on the other hand, that he had often partook 
of his lordſhip's liberality, whole friendſhip he was 
unwilling to loſe for the fake of a woman, wire, he 
believed Would not prove conſtant to any man: He 
thought there 'was-'no-+better way to ſecure his in- 
tereſt in both, than to get a wife with a tolerable for- 
tune. He was recommended in a little time to a very 
axgreeable gentle woman, who had fifteen hundred 
pounds; a fum which he could not expect from the 

mine. muſes, tho” they yn and harmonious 
voices, were as poor as ob, and had fcarce a ſmock 
to their backs. He therefore courted her with af- 
 fiduity, and invited her one day to Bartholemew fair. 
My lord and Betty happened to take a ramble there at 
the ſame time; and, going into the Cl ſters, faw the 
young Tpark raffling for a fine let of china, which he 
won. | His mitſtrets ftoog by him, and he deſigned to 
preſent herwith fortune's favour; but perceiving my 
lord, and knowing preſgntly who was with him, he 
took up the china, and pretended to flip, dalhed 

the vups; ſaugers and a large 1 5 50 bowl to pieces. 
This he did on purpoſe ; for had he preſented them to 


| 
1 
5 
N 
5 


Betty, he would have loſt his miſtreſs, who mult needs 
have been affronted at ſuch a proceeding ; and thefi 
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again be conſidered, that he might have difobliged my 
e 


lord and Betty, if he had given them to the gentlewg- 
man, whom he deſigned for his wife. Every body 
lamented the unhappy accident, except my lord, 
whoſe judgment was as quick as his eye: You ſee, 
young gentleman, ſays he, that fortune is ſickle, and 
has as little regard to men of ſenſe, as ſhe has to tools ; 
| however, let me advite you to make better uſe of her 
favours for the future, leſt you provoke her to frown 
upon you for ever. He then put ten guineas in his 
hand, and defired his company at dinner next day. 
w.thout giving himſelf the trouble of tending a porter 


with any meſlage whatever. 1 | 

This ſeaſonable ſupply. enabled him to raffle again; 
but not hay ing any luck, the gentlewoman defired him 
to deſiſt. He obeyed her commands, and preſenting 
ber with a fan, which colt half a guinea, they left 
the Chyflers, and went to the, tavern, from whence 
they adjourned to the play. | | 

> dinner he was rallied very ſmartly on account of 
the gentlewoman who was with him, and what had 
happered to” the china; he very ingeniouſly dif- . 
cloſed the cauſe of the accident; and my lord aſking 
him whether he was ſerious in his courtſhip, he. an- 
twered in the affirmative; adding, that a good wife 
and a tolerable portion would quicken his, wit, and 
oblige him to be the more diligent. 1 am dubious, 
ſaid Betty, whether that aſſertion can be maintained, 
for tho' money may be a means to enliven a man's 
ſpirits, and quicken, h's thoughts, ſo far as it enables 
him to purchaſe a flaſk of the beſt wine; yet the care 
of a family, and the drudgery of a nuptial bed, muſt 
certanly cramp his genius. I allow, madam, replied 
he, that what you ſay may be true, and has often 
proved ſo in many reſpedtg but ſuch an unhappy fate 
attends only ſuch tlupid animals, who are uxorious, and 
abiorded in inſolence. For my part, I would as ſoon 
ſubmit to be be pric/t-ridden as wife-ridden; and as ſor. © 
the care of the family, I ſhall leave, it ex tirely. to the 
_ miſtreſs of it. I am retol\ied to enjoy my friend and 
my bottle, white I am capable of doing either I will 
fteer this courſe of lite as long as it is permitted me to 
eee SIP 197%, 10h 1696, an 
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if you perſevere breit matrimony will be no impe- 
diment to the progreſs of your wit and humour. But, 
my lord, ſays Betty, as his play is coming off the 
Aocks, it is high time for him to think of a patron; 
and if I may gueſs at his intentions, I believe he de- 
K$g:sto dedicate it to your lordſhip, and in my opinion, 
you are the propereſt perſon to accept it, I deſire to 
de excuſed, anſwered my lord; and I will introduce 
Him to: a nobleman who would not only be proud of 
2 dedication, but acknowledge it with a handfome ' 
.. gratuity, However, that I may not be thought to de- 
cline it, as if 1 intended thereby not to open my 
purſe, I deſire, Betty, ysu will prevail with your 
right-hand gueſt to. accept this trifle. He then put = 
Bank-note of fifty pounds into her hang, which the 
gave to the young poet. . 
If his lordſhip had been poſſeſſed of his father's 
eſtates, they would have produced thirty thotiſand 
pounds yearly ; but what, was ſettled upon him was 
only fix thouſand He was a gentleman of the beſt 
wif, tenſe, and judgment; he was the beſt patron, 
and the beſt friend; had a generous ſoul, and mak ing 
an allowance for his ſmall fortune, compared nr 4 
What Ceſar and Alexander poſſe fſed, he exceeded thoſe 
Emperors in liberality, and was the greateſt encourager 
of learning. One day, in the heat of ſummer, he 
drank three large lafſes' of l. monade, and Was foon 
after ſeized with a ren ng; this he thought to drive 
wa by ſolacing himſelf in the arms of his Betiy; 
but he exerted himſelf ſo ſtrenuouſly, and ſo often, 
that he was thrown into a fever, and obliged to be 


_ carried home about, twelve clock, giving ſtrict 


orders to the chairman, not to let any body. know the 
place from whence they brought him. Phyſicians 
attended him next day, and his fever increaſing, they 
bad no hopes of his recovery, He then ſent for is 
favourite poet, to whom he made a preſent of a note 
for two hundred guineas, and telling him, that as it 
was not proper or his Befty to come to him, he in- 
truſted him to deliver another to her for five hundred, 
in cone en of the 94 children he had. by 1700 
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Tam ſinking; remember me to Betty; and He co,; 
ſpeak no more, but expired in his arms. 2 2 
In the evening he came to Betty's lodgings, and ac- 
quainting her with the news of my lord's death, ſhe 
ſpwooned; but, it may be reaſonably ſuppoſed, not 
for the value ſhe had for his perſon, as on account of 
her being rendered incapable of living ſo profuſely 
for the future, as ſhe had done for ſome years paſt. 
When ſhe ,recovered her ſenſes, ſhe ordered a bottle 
of wine to be brought, and drank a large glaſs; but 
as ſoon as the poet had diſcharged his truſt, ſhe ap- 
peared very alert, and reading over the order for five 
| 3 uineas a ſecond time, like an ungrateful 
and inſulting wretch as ſhe was, ſaid, methinks there 
is great harmony in the words fue hundred guineas. 
Weil, mourning will not avail any thing, and ſorrow 
is as great an enemy to a pretty face, as age or the 
ſmall-pox3; I will therefore drive it from met. Here- 
upon ſhe drank a bumper; and, telling her friend, 
that ſhe could not poſſibly lie alone, invited him to 
flay with her all night, He was ſo provoked at her 
unaccountable behaviour, that he adviſed her to ſend 
» for a porter, or rather à zack-aſs, How can you, ſaid 
he, diveit yourſelf of ſo much humanity ? is nothing 
.due to the memory of the beſt friend you ever had, or 
ever will have? can you trample thus upon him, 
before he be put into his coffin? O barbarous and un- 
grateful woman! a juſt and heavy puniſhment hangs 
er your head; vengeance will ſoon overtake you; 
intamy, ditgrace, and ſordid poverty, be thy portidn ; 
mapy'ſt thou live, to be contemned by all mankind, die 
2 milerable death, and unlamented. He thereupan 
went out of the dining- room, and looked upon her 
with eyes that glowed with rage and indignation, 
Betty, whoſe heart was ſo hardened, that no mif- 
fortunes could penetrate it, or could be affected with 
the loſs of the beſt friend, was very reſtleſs all night; 
not for the death of my lord, becauſe ſhe would ſacri- 
_fice all the world on account of 1elf-intereſt ; but leſt { 
the might be preyented from receiving the money, -þ 
and her amours be diſcovered to the family, hats 
| eight. and nine in the morning, ſhe went to the 
= Panker's, attended by her 8 and . 4 
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five hundred guineas, lodged that ſum in another 
goldſmith's hands, and then returning home, ſold her 
coach and horſes, and diſcharged her ſervants; giv- 
ing each of them a quarter's wages more than was 
due to them. Upon ſecond thoughts, ſhe judged it 
more adviſeable to keep her woman. who had been 
let into the ſecret of her way of living; and re- 
moving from Bew:ffreet, went into cheaper lodgings 
in Hatton-Garden, where the lived retired till the lord 
was buried, and the ſearch over, which ſhe imagined 
would be made after her. 4 _— 
What is got over the Devil's back, will be ſpent under 
' his belly, ſay® the proverb, This was verified in Betty, 
who being under no apprehenfion of danger, nor 
troubl.ng her head with any fore-thought, lived a 
| very extravagant lite. chuſing always to be the miſtreſs 
5 yo the company, and taking a delight in treating every 
1 8 N 2 wang 
| She was now in the thirtieth year of her age, when, 
| going one day through Meſtminſter abbey, ſhe met a 
5 beautiful youth, who boarded hard by, and was under 
the care of doctor Buſby. The ſight of him touched 
her to the quick, and, making an inquiry, ſhe was 
# convinced that it was her own ſon, begotten by Beau 
M-—, who firit ſeduced her; ſhe underſtood that he 
. paſled for his kinſman, and ſent him a letter to deſire 
| be would permit her ſon to continue with her for a 
| - fortnight. He complied with this; and the youth 
| had an apartment provided for him, and was informed 
by the gentleman, that ſhe was his mother, whom 
dhe had ſuppoſed to be dead. He wanted not for 
ſenſe or wit, and ſhe doated on him. The young 
\  *ſpark: proved to be a chip of the old block; and being 
fupplied with money, pee the maid to let him lie 
|} with her; and when he found he was conſtantly re- 
|| © pulſed, the offered her a guinea, ſaying, he had lain 
with ſeveral for leſs money. His importunity was ſo 
| | great, that the diſcovered the affair to his mother, 
Ho. bid her appoint x night for him to come to her, 
and the would exchange beds with her, and read him 
à lecture, as the ſureſt way to prevent his deſigns for 
-*the future. This was done; the miſtreſs goes to her 
'feryant's bed, and ſoon after came the young gentle- 
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man; but 2 horrible ſcene enſued; for the mother, 
inſtead of reprimanding him, was ſo be- devilled, as to 


ſuffer him to commit the deteſtable fin of inceft, by ' 


the means of which ſhe quickly conceived. | 
She now, but too late, reflected on her unparalleled 


infamy, and finding that ſhe could not much longer 
conceal her pregnancy, ſhe retired to the country, - 


where ſhe was delivered of a diughter, whom ſhe 
put to nurſe, and leaving money in the hands of an 


alderman of York, deſired him to take care of her 


child, while ſhe returned to London to ſettle her affairs. 
When ſhe had recovered the tatigue of her journey, 
ſhe deſired and obtained an interview with Beau 
M——, aſked what he deſigned to de with her ſon ? 


he told her, that he propoſed to qualify him for the 
Univerſity, and then then breed him up to the law.” 
She approved this method, and produced a Bank- 


note for ſixty pounds, which ſhe defired might be laid 
out in purchaſing chambers for him in the Temple. He 
looked upon this as a fingular teſtimony of her ma- 
ternal love and affection, and was ſo well pleaſed, that 
he would not accept it, but promiſed to do more than 


that ſor him, and make an addition of- an hundred 
pounds a year to what he had already ſettled upon 


They then parted ; and ſoon after ſhe purchaſed an 


annuity for the daughter, whom ſhe had by her ſon, 


and appointed the alderman of York her truſtee, de- 
firing ſhe might be placed at the beſt boarding-ſchool, 
as ſoon as ſhe ſhould be capable of being ſent thither. 

Being reſolved to give a looſe to her defires, and to 
gratify her vicious inclivations in all kind of ſen- 
luality, ſhe took a ſmall houſe, for which ſhe paid 
twenty pounds a year, and furniſhed it very decently. 
She privately ſold drams, punch, and wine upon oc- 
caſion, which ſhe fent for to a tavern, and moſt un- 
conſcionably would charge three ſhillings a flaſk, 
though it held little more than a pint and a half; and 
ſhe always kept a brace of Bona Reba's, to accom- 


modate her cuſtomers, But though the had a great 
trade, yet ſhe was. ſo very profuſe, that ſhe ſaved 
nothing at the month's end; nay, ſhe was a loſer in 


the main, if it be confidered what ſhe was obliged 
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te. pay weekly, by way of contribution, to the in- 


ſhut up her doors. 


of her folly, an 
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formers, bullies, conſtables and watchmen : for ſhe 
was ſoon blown (as they term it) and compelled to 
condeſcend to their exactions, otherwiſe ſhe muſt 


[4 


£2 


There was no woman of the ſiſterhood, who knew 


How to behave herfelf as Betty did; the jilted the 


gentlemen, and proſtitutes herſelf to thoſe of an in- 
terior rank, if ſhe liked their perſons, She would 
drink like a fiſhwoman, and her company was 
coyeted by men of every degree; for ſhe adapted 
her diſcourſe to the capacity of thoſe that came to 


Her houſe. If they did not approve the doxies which 


ſhe conſtantly retained, they were at liberty to ſend: 
ſor or bring others with them; and her houſe was 
the rendezvous of many ladies and merchants wives. 

She purſued this trade for ſome time, but paid 
dearly for it ; which was occaſioned by what follows :. 


A young gentleman of the Temple, having long ſo- 
| licited a tradeſman's daughter in Fleet-treet, to grant 


him the favour ; ſhe at laſt conſented, provided he 


could find a proper place, He makes this application 


to Betty, who told him, that it was 2 dangerous enter- 


prize, and ſhe might be ruined, if it ſhould be gifſ.- 


covered that ſhe had been debauched in her houte : 
However, if he would give her ten guineas, and fol- 


low her directions, all might be well. She them pro- 


poſed that he ſhould take a lodging in her houſe, and 
when he had laid. there a night or two, he might 
bring the young lady thither as his wife. To «his he 
agreed, the money was paid, and when he had com- 


municated his deſign to his miſtreſs, ſhe complied to 


meet him the next Sunday night. Accordingly ſhe 
pretended to go to evening prayers where ſhe met 
with her lover; he conducted her to a: tavern, and 


| ſent a porter to Betty, deſiring the would order a good: 


fire to be made, and put clean ſheets on the bed, for 


his wife was come to town,. and they wouldibe at his 


lodging in Jeſs than an hour. Every thing was done 


+ 


according to his directions; they came thither, went. 
to bed, and ſtayed all night. | r 


In „ r e, creature began to repent 
what to do the could not teil; ſhe 
2 . _ dared 
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dared not go kome, becauſe ſhe was not able to give 
any ſatisfactory account to her parents where ſhe had 
been. At laſt ſhe determinad to fake coach for High- 
cate, and apply herſelf to her grandmother, who was: 
extremely fond of her: to whom the 1aid, that ſhe: 


had walked in the fields all night, and was reſolved 


— 


not to return home, till peace was made with her 
father, and that he would promiſe ſhe ſhould not be 


married to the Mercer, who had obtained his conſent, 


but not her's. The grandmother was overjoyed to ſee 
her, and pitying her ſufferings, ſaid, ſhe would un- 


» gertake to work a reconciliation at home; and here 


we 1hall leave her, and return to London. 
The parents were jo diſturbed at their daughter's 


abſence, that they cuuld not take any reſt. A thou- 
{and various thqughts came into their heads, Which 


1000 gave place to a thouſand others: In the morn- 
ing they ſent up and down, but could not get any in- 


telzigence of their child, which put them into the ut- 
moſt contuſion imaginable, At this juncture the 


mercer came, who {aid he was ſorry to find them in 


Jo much affliction, and that he muſt diſcharge his 


friendſhip to them, by 4cquainting them, that he had 
ſeen a young ſtudent in the Temple, and their daughter 
go into a bawdy-houſe the night before, and he pre- 


ſumed they lay there ali night. This news made 


them almoſt diſtracted; but in the interim came 2 
letter from the grandmother, wherein ſhe deſired they 
would make themſelves eaſy in reſpect of their 
daughter, Who was ſafe with her. This raiſed their 
drooping ſpirits, inſomuch that they reſented the 
affront, which the mercer had offered, in taking awaę 
the reputation, of A young innocent creature, whom 
he reſpected, and they had promiſed ſhould be his. 
wife. 1 wiſh, ſaid he, it may prove to be a miſtake, 
but I iniſt upon it to be literally true, and, fir, con- 
tinued he, I will give you undeniable proof of it in 


the evening; and thereupon he withdrew. 


Preſently after, the grandmother and her grand- 
daughter came; who uſed all the arguments imaginable 


to*break off the match? That is done already, 1'be- 


lieve, 1aid the father, and then he related what the 
nercer kad told him. Upon this the daughter fell in. 
Oy x „ 


4 ky i 0 . *. 


* 


2 ſwoon, and was . put to bed, and her 
grandmother attended her. 
In the evening the 'mercer and the father went to 
_ Betty's houſe, where they had a bowl of punch, and 
as they were drinking, the was aſked if a gentleman 
did not bring a young lady there the laſt night? ſhe 
| anſwered, that the had a gentleman, who lodged in 
her houſe, and that he did bring his wife with him, 
but that ſhe had not ſeen them ſince the morning, but 
that Tom the porter, who plies at the Temple-Gate, 
could probably inform them where her lodger was, 
whom ſhe expected every hour, Having received 
this information, they ſoon found Tom, who acquainted 
them with the gentleman's name, and at what tavern 
he was at that"time. They went thither, and going 
into a room, ſent for him, who coming immediately, 
was ſurprized to ſee the father of his miſtreſs there, 
Look you, Sir, ſaid he, I underſtand you have de- 
bauched my daughter, ſor I have been at the houſe 
where you lay with her [at night, and have had the 
fecret revealed to me: I expect that you'll produce 
5 her, otherwiſe you muſt expect nothing leſs than a 
Jail ſhall be your portion. Truly, Sir, ſaid the Templer, 
your daughter parted from me in the morning, and | 
know not where ſhe went; but as for that Jezebel, 
who has betrayed me, the fhall ſuffer according to 
law, for I gave her ten guineas to oblige her to 
ſecrecy. Did you ſo, ſaid the father, then Sir, if you 
will afliſt me, I will proſecute her. This he promiſed 
to perform, believing that Betty had diſcovered the 
- intrigue; andya warrant being obtained, ſhe gave 
bail, and having traverſed the indictment, was tried 
at the zext- ſeſſions aſter. 
Her counſellors. pleaded very arenuouſly, that al- 
NI Jowing what had been ſaid to be true, yet it could not 
affect her ſo far as to prove her a bawd ; ; and the in- 
forming conſtables depoſed, that they never heard 
any complaint made againft her keeping a diſorderiy 
Houſe, or found any lewd. perſons Ih it. The Juſtices 
: were. divided i in their opinions; however the majority 
| overruled the reſt, and ordered. Betty to be carted from 
lj tbe. Gatehouſe in Weſtminſter, to ae, which 
* ſentence the ſuffered. -_ $i | be 
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She ſoon broke up houſe-keeping, and reſolved to 
be revenged of one of the juſtices who exerted him- 
ſelf againſt her more haughtily than the reſt. She 
was informed that he loved a pretty girl in a corner 
as well as the moſt demure finner; and after tome 
ſmall time had paſſed, ſne took a fine lodging, and 
drefling herſelf in rich apparel, ſhe flung herielf one 
day in his way, who could not reſiſt the temptation. 


She kept him at a diſtance for ſome time, which 
made him the more eager; and during that time, ſhe 
looked out for one ot the pockieſt tellows ſhe could 


get to lie with her. Being now deeply pickled, ſhe 
admitted his zwcrſhip to her embraces, who ſoon found 
he had met with a hotter reception, than he expected. 
The next day ſhe left her lodgings, and hired an 
apartment in an apothecary's houſe, by whom the 
was ſalivated: and the juſtice was neceſſitated to go 
into the porrdering-tub, But her revenge ended not 
Here, for ſhe wrote a ſmart account of what had be- 
fallen him, of the preſents he had made her, and 
what he ſuffered; wherein ſhe fet him forth in ſuch 


lively colours, that every body knew the perſon by 
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Betty, but all to no purpcie, 


the picture. This was a ſecond mortification to him, 
and he uſed all the means imaginable to find out 

It has been a general obfervation, which time and 
experience have evinced to be true, that-women are 


- endearing, indulgent, and compaſſionate by nature, 
but when they become- apoſtates from virtue, diveſt- 
ing themſelves of chaſtity, and embrace vice, they. 


degenerate from bad to worſe, till at laſt their en- 
dearments are changed into rage, their indulgence 
into hatred,.and their compaſſion into cruelty. "They 
will flick at nothing to gratify their revenge, luſt, 
and barbarity ; and when they have contracted ſuch 
vicious habits, they | ecome more implacable, more 


barbarous, than the moſt ſavage Indians: They 
triumph in acts of mhumanity, and take a pleaſure 
in putting their fellow, creatures to the levercit tor- 
ments. Theſe have partly appeared in the foregoing 
part of this ' hiſtory, and the reſt will be made out in 
_ _ What ſhall follow, | 1 A 
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Betty having paſſed the fiery trial, began to recover 
her ſtrength and complexion ; ſhe now employed her 
time in conſulting what courſe of life ſhe ſhould ſteer 

next; and upon mature deliberation, judged the city 
to be the propereſt place for her purpoſe, where ſhe 
could not tail of meeting with good booty among the 
Jau, Londen beaux and rating apprentices. She hired 
lodgings in A'aermanbury, and turniſhed them in 2 
very commodious manner. She ſoon had many viſitors, 
each of whom the encouraged, till at length they be- 
gan to gro jealous of one another. She managed her 
affairs ſo dextrouſly, that the was kept by a Jew, and 
three brothers, (who were merchants) at one time, 
and yet was not diſcovered by one of them, Intereit 
was the motive that induced her to embrace the Jeb, 
Put Juſt and intereft combined together to inake her 
,proſtitute herſelf to the three others, - | 
The preſents ſhe received from her gallants were 
very valuable; and though ſhe had ſo many flrings to 
her how, yet ſhe could not confine herſelf to thote by 
whom ſhe was kept, but, like a true-bred kept-miſtreis, 
the had one on whom ſhe had not only beſtowed her 
favours, but allowed him a handſome maintenance. 
She at laſt prevailed with the Few to own her as his 
wite, with which he more readily complied, imagin- 
ing that he might thereby ſecure her to himſelf, and 
.prevent the ſolicitations of others. But Betty had 
other ends in view; for having cauſed the news of 
her ſuppoſed marriage to be induſtriouſly 1pread 
Abroad, ihe tock up many things in his name, which 
amounted to three hundred pounds and upwards; but 
When the creditors came to demand payment, ſhe 
told them they muſt apply to her huſband for the 
money. This they did, but he diſowning her to be 
Sis wife, and refuſing to give them ſatisfaction, they 
.arreſfted him, and put him into one of the cempteri, 
where he remained till the Monday following, not 7 
being able to procure bail among his tribe, it being : 
their ſabbath when .the officers took him. This ac- | - 
count was ſoon brought to Betty's ears, who judging it 
high time to ſhift her quarters, and taking a ney 
Todging at Bethnal-green, told her -langlady. that ſhe : 
was obliged to ſell her goods to redeem her 1 < 
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ſrom ca ptivity, before other actions could be laid upon 


| him. The good woman, pitying the-misfortunes ſhe 
A had fallen into, ſaid, that ſhe would give five pounds 
tor them more than any broker ſhould appraiſe them 
4 at. The bargain was made, and the money paid to 
A her in leſs than two hours. She then took coach, 
J and went to her new habitation. . 
2 To prevent the merchants from inquiring what 
- was become of her, ſhe ſent each of them a letter, 
an wherein ſhe made a plauſible excuſe for her removal, 
* and acquainted them at what houſe they might find 
4 her; ſhe allo appointed different days for their coming 
: to her, that their intrigues might be kept private. 
Ri In this ſtate of life ſhe continued for two years, when 
5 their creditors began to draw bills upon them ſo fait, 
A that they could not readily make prompt payment. 
| They diſcovered their creditors to Betty on the ſeparate 
* Jays of their coming, who pretended to condale with 
0 them in their unhappy ſituation of affairs; ſhe told 
57 them, that ſhe had ſome money by her, but that ſhe 
18, hoped they did not expect ſhe, ſhould ſtrip berſelf to 
5 ſupply them. They replied, that no ſuch thing was 
e. deſired; but as they did not doubt of having large 
lis remittances from abroad in a very little time, it 
* would be an act of generous friendſhip, if ſhe would 
nd aſſiſt them at ſuch a critical juncture with ſix or ſeven 
a0 hundred pounds, which would nat only preſerve their 
of credit, but enable them to take up more commodities, 
ad which would turn to good account. Io this ſhe 
* antwered, that if they would marry her, (for, ſays 
ut me, I am, weary of leading this wicked lite) they 
he might command, and not borrgw,;_and the allowed them 
he a week to conſider of it, adding, that their mar- 
be | riage ſhould be kept as ſecret as they pleaſed, 
ey | - Finding that they could not prevent their becoming 


bankrupts, but by ratifying the article propoſed by 


— 4% | Du — to. eres > 


not | + Betty, they were compelled by neceſſity to yield to it. 
ing | .She' then, pitched upon three different days, and to 
ac- | -each;of them gave'a different name. to be inſerted in 
> it | the licence, and/ordered them ro take lodgings, at 
ew | - Acuington-Butts, Kenſington, and Highgate; at each of 
ſhe : Which plages ſhe was married, having firſt ſecured all 
and der moveables, as rings, Pes, Jewels, &p, wh gh 
OE: 44S: I * 


the depoſite in a barikei hands, and took a note for 
two hundred pounds, which. ſhe ſewed up in the lining 
of her ſtayͤs. 

In lefs than three months the brothers had mer- 
chandizes of conſiderable value configned to them, 
and large remittances from abroad; ſo that they now 
began to repent their bargain, yet they would not re- 
veal the ſecret. Betty ſoon perceived a coldneſs in 
them, which ſhe ſeemed to reſent, but was inwardly 
well pleaſed ; for ſhe knew. they were rich, their 


molt of them. She told them plainly, that as their 
reputation would have been loft, if ſhe had not ſup- 
orted them in their neceſſity, "they were very un- 
grateful in uſing her in ſuch an indifferent manner; 
and ſince they were in flouriſhing circumſtances, ſhe 
would not lead a retiv life any longer. The latter 
part of this ſpeech was a mortification to them, and 
What they dreaded would break out in time. Ihe 
elder brother bullied" her, and ſaid, that whatever ſhe 
might think of ſaving! his reputation, he way ſure it 
was entirely loſt by his imptudent marriage with her, 
I you ithink ſo, lays he, I will uſe my utmoſt en- 
dea vours to confirm you in your opinion; and there- 
ſore” I'defire you will prepare to receive me at your 
houſe by this day ſeinnight. This ſtruck him all of 
2 heap, and he went away in the moſt confuſed man- 
ner, fearing ſhe wotild ber punctual 7 ber time, though 
ſhe did not deſign any ſuck hing. 
| The two other brothers uſed” 4 ſradothier method ; 
| and ſoon prevailed with her to agree to a ſeparation, 


| which was to be managed and kept with all the 


privacy imaginable. This was What ſhe aimed at 
from the beginning; and-wpon each of their paying 
five hundred pounds, the articles were ff fgned and in- 
. terchanged. 77 ˙˖ Sf Jai 12 
Having finiſhed: this Mair, Betty Ak coach for 
London, and going to # tavern nearithe Reha Exchange, 
fent a letter tothe elder” brother, wherein ſhe àc- 
quainted him, that if he did not come to. her upon 
fight thereof, me woufd 80 and take poſſeſſian of his 
Dae. This unexpected news put bim into great 
gliſorger; he dreaded the Gghtiof her, but nuch Ro 
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credit great, and therefore ſhe retolved to make the 


her coming home to him. He went to the tavern, 
and being naturally moroſe, ſpoke ;in;jthke following 


manner: madam, I have received your letter; but 


what brought you to town, and what buſineſs have 
you with me ? truly, Sir, ſays ſhe, I think you aſk 
very impertinent and needleſs queſtzons ; I have very 
little buſineſs with you other than what a wife ought 
to have with her huſhand, and if you deny me, Ian 
eaſily prove our marriage. Can you ſo, ſaid he, I am 
heartily forry for it? I would give a thouſand pounds 
to be tree from you. If that be all you want, replied 
Betty, then to manifeſt that I can uſe you with as 
much indifference as you have ſhewn to me, I have z 
mind to take you at your word. I with you would, 
anſwered the huthand, I ſhou'd reckon it the happieſt 
day of my life. Why then, ſaid Betty, I will get in- 
ſtruments drawn, whereby we ſhall be ſeparated one 
from another, which ſhall be done and executed in the 
moſt ſecret manner, and ſigned. by us, upon your 
paying me one thouſand pounds, and allowing me 


fitty pounds a year for my life, I did not mention 
the additional article, ſaid he, but if you inſiſt upon 
it, F will comply. I not only inſiſt upon it, anſwered 
Betty, but I will not /e and deliver without it. Now 


name the place where we fthall meet to-morrow, when 
the hurry of your buſineſs is over, and I will hring 2 
lawyer with the wrritings. Look you, ſaid he, let 
the annuity, be dropt, and I will add three hundred 
pounds to the thouſand, No, ſaid Betty, I will not 


yield to that propoſal, but add four hundred pounds, 
and Iwill be 1atisfied, Upon ſecond. thoughts he 
Judged it more prudent to comply, left ſhe ſhould 
«come or ſend to demand her annuity, and his mar- 
riage might then be diſcovered, The next afternoon 


they met at the place appointed; all things were per- 


formed to their mutual ſatisfaction, and when Betty 
took her leave of the company, ſhe went and lodged 

i her - Bank-notes,. Which the had received from her 
huſband on account of their ſeparation, with her 

" banker, and paid the principal and intereſt due on her 
watches, rings, and other moveables, which. the 
brought away with her. 1 1 2 
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As it frequently happens that women have a more 
real tender affection for their ſpurious natural-born 
Zhildren,. than for thoſe who are legitimate, or begot 
and brought forth in wedlock, ſo it fared with Betty. 

Being miſtreſs of near three thouſand pounds ſhe 704 
#9. thought for the morrow, but equipping herſelf with a 
handſome chariot and neceilary appurtenances, the 
hired ſome ſervants, and ſet out for York to viſit her 
daughter, who was begotten by her natural ſon, as 
had been already mentioned. of 
Having ſent a letter to the merchant, who was hey 
child's truſtee, he met her at Dbncafter, and preſented 
little Miſs tother, whom ſhe received in her arms, with 
tears Of joy, and taking her into the chariot, pro- 
ceeded to the merchant's houſe, where ſhe boarded 
for ſome time. She behaved her ſelſ in a very modeſt 
and decent manner during her continuance at York ; 
and many gentlemen: of that country made their ad- 
dreſſes to her, believing her-to. be a great fortune, 
and that the would make a good wife, having pro 
«ided ſo well fer little Miſs, But that the would not 
be drawn in by theſe Nzkfhire Tikes, 10 eaſily as they 
tmagined ; a country lite did not ſquare with her in- 
clinations, nos Would ſhe marry with any man but to; 
' Intereit-ſake, and that ſhe might have an opportunit- 
_ of plundering him when the hid à mind to doi; 
from which the conſideration ot preſerving her 
daughter's reputation, was the only thing that pre- 
vented her. „ 

She ſoon grew weary of this town ; and having 
made handſome preſents to the merchant's wite, 2s 
an acknowledgment of the eivilities the had:receiveg, 
- and furniſhed her child with fome trinkets, the lat 
out for Scarborough, it being then the featan of the 
year for the ladies to drink the waters of the Spa. 
She was accompanied: thither by the merchant and 
bis wife, land was followed by many -fuitors, who 
were very aſſiduous to their couttſhip, which the ſeemed 
'Yather to encourage than forbid, And truly it hap- 
pened very well for Her that ſhe did not give them 2 
_ *repulie ; otherwiſe the might have been treated in 

the rudeſt manner, though ſhe did not Efcape without 
2 1evere rebuff, which ſhe certainl, merited. Þ} 7 
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53 ſhe had not been there a week, when ſhe met with the 
n þ T7-/ice to whom ſhe had given a winter's fire; he accoſted 
15 her in a very rough manner, expoſing her as a bawd and 
J whore, and related what he knew of her, except his 
Fa b: i111 obliged ro go into the powdering-tub, for being too 
a | depiy concerned with her. | | 
e |  +et:y, who wanted not a native aſſurance, brazened it 
r | ove to the laſt degree, and took no farther notice at that 
S time, than laying, ſhe pitied the poor unhappy gentle- 
man's cafe, and was forry that his friends, if he had any, 
Jy thould have ſo little regard for him, as to permit him to 
d come abrowl, before he had perfectly recovered his ſenſes ; 
h for in my opinion, added ſhe, he is {till a proper object 
= of compaſſion, and a longer continuance in a dark room 
d with clean ſtraw, and his head ſhaved, might be very 
it beneficial to hin. D-—m you, tor a common ſtrumpet, 
＋ faid he, would you endeavour with pharaſaical ſimplicity 
- to pertuade the world that I am mad? You ſhall find that - 


„ | E have the right uſe of my ſenſes. Hereupon he laid hold 
* on her, and tore her head-cloaths, at which one of her 


of | admirers ſtept up to him, took him from her, and upon | 
$1 his refuſmg to give him ſatisfaction, caned him very 
2 beartily. Inquiry being made, who the lady and gentle- 


* man were, the merchant gave a very good account of 
Betty, and related what he knew of her; which, to- 
gether with her equipage, induced the ladies to believe ſhe 
6s was innocent, There was but one gentleman, who 
, could tell who or what the other was, and to put the beſt 

gloſs upon the matter, acknowledged, that he was in- 
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1: clinable to be lunatic at ſome particular ſeafons. But no 
TE Doner had the company been acquainted that he was a 
* | Middleſex Fuftice, but they ſot up a ſhout in derifion of 


bim: and when he appeared among them, the bye-word 
| was, the Trading Fuſtice ; beware of the madmun; let him 
* be paſſed away to. Bedlam: In ſhort, finding himſelf de- 


— r 
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- ſpiſed, hooted at, and made a laughing flock, he privately 
jade {Betty) as he called her, who had brought ſuch a 

6 diſgrace upon him. 1 | | 

* Soon after the Fu/tice had thought fit to withdraw, 

it} %% gate a handſome ball toit ladies and gentlemen, 

cl wa f = | which 


2 


R PP I” 


—— — 


——— — FääV—ũ— =>. — 7 $9 — 
* 
* 


which was followed with a ſumptuous entertainment: 
Bot they thinking it a diſgrace to! their country, to be 
out- done by a ſtra 
Fork/hire gentlemen followed Betty's example, inſomuch 
that there. was a ball onee a week during the. ſeaſon. 
Betty, who was nat urally vain and proud, „matl furniſhed 
Herſelf with ſeveral rich: Jewels, for which ſhe gave a 
commiſſion to her banker in London, with orders to re- 
mit two hundred pounds to her: And the ſeaſon of the 
year declining, the made a ſecend- entertamment, more 
tumptuous- than the former, and appeared in rich. bro- 
eade, with a crochet of diamonds in her hair, a diamond 
buckle at her girdle, and diamond lacings, which, to- 
gelber with her brilliant ear-rings and necklace, made 
Juch a'glittering ' ſhow, that the like had never been ſee 
at Scarborough. The next day the ſent for the mayor of 
the town, and depofited a Bank-note of an hundred 
pounds in his. hands, to place ten decayed houſekeepers 
[children apprentices, and ordered twenty Suingas to Le 
diſtributed among the poop. 

She then ſet forw ard for York, to which, place ſhe was 
l by ſeveral. townſmen belonging to Scarborough, | 
leſt ſhe might be robbed or inſulted upon the road. She 
treated than very gencrouſly, and, would have made 
them ſat is faction for their trouble; but they. would not 

Hecept any, being very ſatisfied with aa Tre had gp 
to;Jibexally.to the } poor of that town. 10110 
che did not, geſigu to continue at- * Fork — af . 
night, but at; the opportunity of the, alderman, who was 
oon to be. elected Lord Mayor, and the frequent, delirss 
of, his lady, :flie coinplied with their, Sedus. l 91; 
Here ſhe met again the AZddle/ex, Fiiſtice, who. inſulted 
Her Wprlsgthan je Jad done at Sear Horch. ells gnihe 
gun Sal Og upon Aer having been a gar lad buuth auger 
remmonuſitumpatn and rajſed ſueh à ineb, that it w was a8 
eee ig alderman could de to reſcue: het fromm. their 
hands, She immediately tent-for one of the; ty law vers, 
£ * adyiſed her: to ſug him, and the impowering him fo 
proceed aàgainſt him, he was that evening arreſted in an 
— — 8 her pounds; at this. he, began to 
nch it 0 not the perlon,ahe 
neyer 


nger, and one. of the. female ſex, the 3 


CARE 


never ſaw two faces more alike one another in-his life, 
But this did hot ſerve his turn; as he could not nd ſub- 
ſtautial bail, he was compelled to go to priſon. The {air 
was enkried on vigoroufly without lofs of time, and 4 
verdict given in favour of BETTY for one thoutand 
pounds damage, with full colts; 10 
He now, though too late, repented his Taſhnels, and 
offered to compound the matter with BuTTY 3;who,- to 
gain the good-will of the town, accepted two hundted 
pounds in Bank notes, and his bond for three hundred 
more, payable after the expiration of ſix months. She 
then adviſed him to haſten to London, and look out ſharp 
for bufinefs, for ſhe would an Ppt: his bond in 
force, when it became due. & 

As BETTY valued not money any longer than it was 
- ſubfervient to her pride, ſhe gave! one hundred gumeas to 
the clurity- chools, and fifty to be divided among uch 

_ decayed houlkeepers who had families, and wanted it 
moſt 5 by which {he gained the applauſe of all the city, 
-whorextolled her eneroſity, and eftecmed-her one of the 
beſt and moſt innocent women, not only on account of 
her charity to the poor, but of her goodneſs in remitting 
the payment of five hundred pounds, though ſhe Raff 
been ſo grofiy villined aud abuted by the jullice, as chey 
believed. A. : 
She made n moſt ſplendid appearance at the Lord 
Mayors feaſt, which procuted her the envy of many of 
the Fork ladies, who were galled at the ſight, and ſo es- 
aſperated at her dancing with a finer air and better gruce 
then they diſplayed, that they could not! refrain from 

| manifeſting their reſentment. BETTY ſoon perceived it, 
and reſolving to be even with the forwardelt of them, 
communicated her deſign to a young gentleman, wb 
promiſed to follow her. directions. Soon after ſhe danced 
a minuet with him, and then he chole the gentjewoman, 
-upainft whom they had plotted; and BETT V placing heu- 
ceif car her, ſpoke thus to her When the dance: vras 
over; It gives me much ſatisfaction (ſahs ſhe) to ſec 
hoe e 1 am-envied by a perſon, who is glad td ac- 
+$:cept:what I leave; ſhe may value herſelf uporltitz>for T 
4 3 think thgt thre: 1 creature world hayefation 


1 into 


. » vapeurs, had I not ſhewed ſo och conv 


(3) 


« paſſion: for ber, as to recommend a. partner, leſt the ſhe 
might have thought herſelf abandoned by all the ſex. 
< know not any thing more mortifying to a woman, 
than to have herſelf defpiſed ; and I think thar it is but 


_ © zeaſonable, that ſhe ſhould. return me thanks for my 


b cjvility and kindneſs to her-. 
The gentlewoman, Who waa a dees 8 daoghter, bit 
per lips during the time that BxT Ty ſpoke, but not able 


to contain any longer, ſhe made her this anſwer : 


© affure you, madam, if your diſcourſe be levelled at me, 
4 ſee no cauſe to thank you for what you call civil 
and kindneſs; nor do I think myſelf inferior to you in 


« any reſpect, except age; and the gentleman, with whom - 


4 [ daneed,: made choice of a virtuous woman.“ Truly 
<: madam, replied BET TV, I did not arraign your virtue, 


* for your = ace is the beſt: ſecurity you can have to guard 
dare affirm, that no man will attempt to 


. ie; and 
«ſeduce you, if you are ſo prudent as not to wear a 
4 maſk. “ Lord! continued ſhe, what a naſty imell is 


here of ſour ſmall beer] but though I admit ſoine grains 


of allowance, yet it is good to remove in ns Jeſt 
he poiſoned with a brewer's f .. 
Zy this time they called for country dances, "A which 


they: ſpent the night; and in a few days after, BeTLY 
Prepared for her journey to London. Before ſhe ſet out 


trom Zork, ſhe began to caſt up her accounts, and found 
that ſhe was worth two thouſand five hundred pounds, 
reckoning her jewels and other valuable things at nine- 
teen hundred. She could not be perſuaded by the Lord 

— to ſend her ptecions moveables by the pack- 

Es; but ſhe reſolved to carry them with her, ſaying, 

that though ſhe was a woman, yet ſhe had the ſpirit of a 
man, and providing-fire-arms for her two ſervants, and a 


caſe of piſtols for herſelf, ſhe was guarded to Ferry-Brig 
bythe 7 ip Mayor's ſon, who had been bted at Cam- 
bridge, an 
1 7 permit him. : 


affered his ſEr vice to Wait on. hf to Kondou, 
Here they continued .qll night, and took " at! each 


, other! the next morning after breakfaſt. To encourage 
+ neee . gallantly, in enſe they 


Of! ſhould 


ve oO > Mi. =»> 
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mould be attacked by bighwaymen, the: promiſed te 


zive each of them five pounds when ſhe , came te 
ondon. She was ten days upon the road between 


York and Epping-Foreſt; for ſhe choſe to come through 


ambridge, that the might have an opportunity of 
viewing the Univerſity ; but about two miles diſtant 


from the Green-Man,: three, highwaymen came up; 


two of whom preſenting their piſtols to the footmenz 
they remained very paſſive, while the third rode up to 


the coach, and demanded Betty's watch, money, and 


jewels. Nay, Sir, ſaid ſhe, ſince I am betrayed, it is 
but 2 folly to capitulate, you ſhall be welcome to what 
Lcan give you; and pretending to put her hand in 


charging it, ſaid, if you like that, you ſhall have 
more. The highwayman gave a lamentable groan 
upon which BzTTyY ordered the coachman to drive 
on, but the other two overtaking bim, threatened to 
ſhoot him, if he did not ſtop ; and one of them firing 


his piſtol at BETTY; ſhot; her in the ſhoulder, and 


then rifling her and the coach, took away every 
thing they could find, and rode off with their wounded 
companion. BETTY was obliged to take a lodging at 
Stratford, where ſhe remained a confiderable time 
under the care of an able ſurgeon, before ſhe: re- 
covered, Every body admired her courage, and con- 
demned the cowardly footmen, whom fame gentle- 
men [believed to be parties concerned in the robbery 
They found out their miſtreſs the next day, who 


having received ſome money from a banker, paid 
them their wages, and orderered their cloaths to be 


fiript off, which the coachman performed with pleas 
One might expect that a petſon who kad but 2 
ſmall ſhare of common ſenſe, would have been af 
fected with the accidents and misfortunes which 


Betty had met with; but neither the great and 


heavy loſs which had befallen her, .nor:the the pain 
and anguiſh that The ſuffered before the cure wa 
compleated, made the leaſt impreſſion upon her mind, 
or rendered her uneaſy in any degree whatever. . 


ter pocket, ſhe cocked one of her piſtols, and; diſ- 


. 
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Her expences during her continuance at Stratford, 
and what the ſurgeon demanded, amounted to one 
hundred pounds; and having nothing left but her linen, 
apparel, coach and horſes, and what money remained 
in her hanker's hands, ſhe took a honfe in Theobalds. 
court in Theobaldsarow, which ſhe furniſhed very hand- 
ſomely, and propoſed to let her Indgings. She ſold 
her coach and liorſes, and diſcharged her coachman, 
and having met with the woman fervant, who waited 
upon her when fire was kept by the Lord. „ ſhe 
received her into her ſervice. | £ 
She had not been long in her houſe, when an Triſh 
gentleman, who lived by his wits, and was very well 
Rowe by the name of SMmurTY WILL, took the 
_ ſecond floor at: half a guinea a week. They ſoon 
grew intimate, and ſuch familiarities paſſed between 
them, that they did not eſcape the prying eyes of his 
wife, who being in a confumptive condition, was pre- 
vailed with to take a lodging in the country, for the 
benefit of the air. She had every thing that ſhe ex- 
pected or defired, except her huſband's company, for 
all her expences were defrayed by BETTY, and like- 
wiſe her funeral charges; for her huſband's unkind- 
neſs in not coming to ſee her above once a week, and 


not ſtaying with her above an hour at a time, ſoon 


broke her heart. 5 | 
They were now at liberty to revel in forbidden 
pleaſures without controul, and they ſaved the maid 
the trouble of making two beds for them. The 
 Middlifex Juſtice's bond became due, and being aſ- 
J Bgned over to SMUTTY W1LL, it was paid m a very 
little time, and he ſoon loſt the money at the Groom- 
Porter's, though he underſtood all manner of gaming 
as well as any man in England. But he had not an 
opportunity of paying. the ſharper in this place; how- 
ever, he ſhuffled with BeTTyY, and drew money from 
ber continually, under a pretence of carrying on a 
law-ſuit againſt the juſtice, whom he ſaid, he-had 
. cauſed to be arreſted, and that he had given in bail to 
the action. FIST YI TOR B34 
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He now paſſed for a baronet, under the name and. 
title of Sir G „ and removing into the 
firſt floor, which had been let for thirty ſhillings a 
week, he began, by the aſſiſtance of BET, to play 
the common cheat. His firſt adventure was with 1 
baronet at a coffee-houte by the Temple, who, taking 
out a very handſome gold watch, and faying that it 
coſt him fourſcore guineas, SMuTTY WILL told him, 
that as he was ſoon to be married to a great fortune, 
he ſhould be very much obliged to him, if he would 
let him have-it for half an hour, that he might ſhew. 
itto his watch-maker, and he would depofit an hun- 
ded guineas till he returned. Sir Richard, who was 
2gentleman of much worth and honour, gratified his 
requeſt; whereupon SMuTTY WIL IL goes out of the 
caffee- room, and taking the baronet's fervants and 
chariot, ordered them to make what haſte they could 
to their maſter's houſe, When he came there, he 
aſked for the lady, and making his obedience to her, 
told her, that he came from Sir Richard, who deſired 
her ladyſhip to ſend him two hundred guineas, and ; 
produced the watch as 2 token. The lady did not 
ſuſpect that there was any impoſition in the caſe, and 


t 7 


therefore went to her ſcrutore, and brought the. 


money; WILL taking his leave, ordered the coach- 
man to drive back to the coftee-houſe, and deliver- 
ing the watch to the baronet, he returned the hun- 
dred guineas, and taking a turn or two in the room, 
drank a glaſs of ratifia. and went off undiſcovered. _ 
Soon after this he beſpoke a rich ſuit of cloaths, 
two flaxen coloured perukes, fine Jace, 2, brocade 
morning gown, Holland and cambrick ; all which he 
ordered to be brought to his lodgings in one morning. 
The perſons, except the taylor, being brought into 
his bedchamber, were ordered to leave their ſeveral 
commodities, and call the next day, for he pretended 
to be a little indiſpoſed with diinking too much the 
night before. They obeyed his commands, but the 
taylor heſitated upon the matter; upon which he 
rung the. bell, and giving the key of his '{crutore to 


BxT Tv, deſired her to take out as much money as 


E 2 : would 


— 
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would pay the raſcals bill. He then ſwore that he 


| ſhouk& never bè employed by his couſin the Lord ——, 


for the future, and that if the ſuit did not fit him, he 
would have him arreſted the next day, The taylor 
fearing he ſhould loſe the beſt cuſtomer he had, and 
ſeeing the heap of guineas which BzTTy took out of 
à private drawer, aſked pardon, and ſaid, he would 
wait upon Sir George, whenever he pleaſed to ſend 


for him; but he went to a new lodging that night, 


* 


and bilked every one of them. = 
After this, his cuſtom was toJend for jewels, under 
2 pretence that he was going to be married to a rich 


| Heireſs, and then pretending to ſhew them to the 
young lady in the next room, would go down a back 


pair of ſtairs, and eſcape undiſcovered. But not 

eing able to carry on this courſe for any conſiderable 
time, BETTY, who knew that he was an artiſt in 
counterfeiting any hand-writing, adviſed him to lodge 
ſome money in a goldſmith's hand-in Fleet-ftrect, and 
taking a. note for that tum, he might counterfeit 
another for as much more as he pleaſed. He approved 


the propoſal; but r he might get more by 
tricking two: perſons t 


than one; and accordingly 
lodged two hundred pounds in each of their hands, 
and! having received their caſhier's notes for the 


money, forged two others for ſeven hundred pounds 


each. He put off the real notes firſt, and afterwards 


the others; but happening to be ſeen by one of the 


Jewellers, whom he had tricked out of one'thouſand 
three hundred pounds in diamonds, he ſtopt him by 
the Royal Exchange, and being carried before a ma- 
giſtrate, was committed to Newgate, Where he died 
of the jail diſtemper. PERS 1 

He ſent often for BETTY, who would not go near 


him; and at laſt threatening her in a very ſevere 
manner, ſhe diſpoſed of her houſe and furniture to 3 


don, and went into private lodgings. - 2.\ 
The principal lodgers were ſboplifters, who by de- 


family who came out of the country to refide in Lon- 


6 BE TTV to go with them, telling her 


o] profitable the buſineſs was, and how ſmall the 
ey 125 | . danger ; 


tn. 


danger; affuring her, at the ſame time, that if they 
were taken in the fact, a little money would prevent 
a proſecution. | | | 

Theſe alluring baits prevailed with BeTTyY to 
make one of their number; and they had ſucceſs 
for ſome time; but ſhe imagining, that the was as 
compleat miſtreſs of the ſcience as any of the reſt, 
went by herſelf, and was diicovered in carrying oft a 
piece of fine muſlin, She defred the Linnen-Draper 
to drink a glaſs of wine with her, and ſaid ſhe would 
diſcover ſomething to him tor his advantage; but he 
would not be drawn in by her Wheedling tongue ſo 
eaſy as he imagined. However, ſhe did prevail upon 
him to go to an adjoining tavern, where the offered 
to pay double the value for what ſhe intended to ſteal, 
and withal aſſured him it was the firft crime of that 
nature, the had ever been guilty of. She then gave 
him an account of ſeveral of the nobility, to whom 
ſhe was very nearly related; they happened to be 


_ {moſt of them) his cuſtomers, and he promiied, that 


if the account ſhe gave him ſhould prove true upon 
inquiry, he would be as favourable to her as poſſible, 
But, ſaid he, I muſt ſecure you till I can, have an 
opportunity of applying myleit to theſe noble perſons, 
which I will do to morrow. To this the joytully con- 
ſented, and when he went the next day, they did 
acknowledge that they tad ſuch an unturtunate re- 


lation, but fince ſhe had given up herſelf to 


ſuch wicked courſes, they gave him directions to 
proſecute her; adding, that though the ſhould be con- 
demned, they would take care to get her reprieved, 
on condition of tranſporting herſelf out of her ma- 
jeſty's dominions. ay | | 1 601 

This was mortifying news to Betty ; and now ſhe. 
had but one Dernier Reſort, which ſhe managed with 


all the ſubtlety imaginable, Sir, ſaid the, allow me 
but twenty-four hours, and in that time, 1 wiil under- 


take to reconcile mylelf to my relations; at leaſt ſo, 
tar, as to cauſe them to retract the orders which they 
have given you to proſecute me. And that you may: 


be aſſured to find me at the expiration of that time, 


enter 
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enter an action againſt me, and let me be carried to 


one of the compters. The linen. draper, not aware of 


the trap whizh_ Betty had laid for him, fell into it 
directly; but ſhe had not been above three hours in 
the jail, when ſhe ſent for an attorney, who found 
bail for her, ſhe having given him an account of the 
affair, which he found to be true, and ſhe was again 
ſet at liberty. This coſt her near an hundred pounds; 


however, ſhe thought the money was well laid out, 


fince it prevented her from beng ſent to Newgate and 
condemned at the Old Baily, © 

- BETTY conſidered that to ſtay in London was the 
way to be diſcovered, and conſequently to undergo the 
puniſhment which ſhe had fo narrowly avoided, meet- 
ing one evening with a young ſpark, ſhe prevailed 


with him to take a trip with her into Suſſex, where 


the knew was a company of /troling players, whom they 
met and Joined at Lewes. As he was not full one and 
twenty years of age, ſhe adviſed him to ſell his fortune, 
which was five hundred pounds, for as much as he 


could get for it; he followed her advice, and diſpoſing 
of it to his elder brother for four hundred pounds, 


though he wanted but fix months of attaining to one 
and twenty years, he returned to BETTY, and they 
inveigling the principal players, contracted with them 
to go to Ireland. | | | 
'The company being divided, he that had been 
maſter could not carry on his buſineſs, and therefore 
was neceſſitated to ſell his ſtock of cloaths, ſcenes, &e. 
to BETTY; and he, with the reſt, entered into the 
ſame contract with the others, ſo that BET TV was now 
ſole miſtreſs, which was the point ſne aimed at. She 
found means to inveigle her daughter, whom ſhe had 
by her firſt huſband, to leave him, and come to her; 
who having led a very uneaſy life at home, rejoiced to 
lay hold on that opportunity, As ſhe was miſtreſs of 
a deluding tongue, in a very little time ſhe drew in 


the young fellow to marry her, having firſt taken 


care that it ſhould not be in his power to lay claim to 
any thing that was her's ; and now they began their 
journey tor Treland, taking a rout through moſt of the 

Th | | principal 


8 1 
rincipal towns that lay between London and Meſt- 
: So ger, in each of which they met with great en- 
couragement. | 
When they embarked at Park-gate on board a mer- 
chant ſhip, they had a favourable wind, which carried 
them ſafe along the Wel/þ Coaſt ; but they had not 
falied three leagues beyond Holy head, when a violent 
ſtorm araſe, which obliged the maſter to make the 
beſt of his way, and ſtand in for the Southern parts 
of Ireland. They were three days in the ftorm before 
they could reach any ſhore with ſafety ; but at laſt, 
when the wind began to abate, they ſtood in for the 
.. Cove of Cork, and anchored there. 1 ſoon landed 
at the key of that city, and having refreſhed them- 
ſelves, BeTTyY applied herſelf to the mayor, and 
aldermen, who preſently granted her requeſt, and 
gave the company leave to act there as often as they 
pleaſed, She preſently ſet men to work, who ſoon 
built a ſtage and other conveniencies in an old ware- 
houſe, which ſhe hired, and their firſt play was the 
Tempeſt ; or the Inchantcd land. Here they continued 
all the winter; and when the ſummer approached, 
they ftrolled to other parts of the kingdom, where 
they met with good ſucceſs, 3 
The courſe of life they ſteered for ſome years, when 
Burr, who had accuſtomed herſelf to eat and drink 
the beſt, was ſeized with a violent pain in her ſide one 
day, as the company were travelling towards a town 
called Tralee, to which they had been invited; and 
the weather being very hot, her diſtemper increaſed, 
which obliged her to go into a barn, where ſhe died, 
before a ſurgeon could be brought from the next village. 
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*YB12 -CHILD's PRIMER AND SPELLING BOOK, 
Bound. Price 6d. 


"ga Tas UNIVERSAL DREAM BOOK. Price 6d. 
10. Tur GOLDFINCH ; Que, SONGSTERS DE- 


© LIGHT. Price 6d. 


af; Tue [ADVENTURES or A Ack TAR in. 
| e AMERICA, WITH Tus ART OF STEWARD- 


3 $0 PILOTING; Prize 68. 


| : 12. TE AND ADVENTURES OF ROBIN« 


Ae "ON, CRUSOE,. with cuts. Price Gd. 
13. THE WHOLE ART or LEGERDEMAIN, 
$09 2 bound, "with cuts. Price 6d. 


| "Y TAE TALES. or ruf FAIRIES, band, with bern. 5 


1225 45 


. eser or THE PIRATES, Bund, with cuir. 


Price 6d. 


16. Tur HISTORY OF GuY EARL or WARWICK, 


bound, with cuts, Price 6d. 


27: Taz PERJURED LOVER ; Os, ruf HIS- 


' TORY or MR. BEAUMONT and Miss 
 LVUVCY BANNISTER. Price 6d. 


18. FEMALE CONSTANCY 2 a On, 


85 LOVE honoree nude Frice 6d. 
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